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The House on Mango Street is a
coming-of-age novel by Mexican-American
writer Sandra Cisneros, published in 1984.
Sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply
joyous, The House on Mango Street tells the
story of Esperanza, whose neighborhood is one
of harsh realities and harsh beauty. Esperanza
doesn't want to belong—not to her rundown
neighborhood, and not to the low expectations
the world has for her. Esperanza’s story is that of
a young girl coming into her power, and
inventing for herself what she will become.

Told in a series of vignettes stunning
for their eloquence, 7The House on Mango
Street is Sandra Cisneros's greatly admired
novel of a young girl growing up in the
Latino section of Chicago. Till now, the
book has been translated into over 10
languages and published all over the world.
Acclaimed by critics, beloved by children,
taught

everywhere from inner-city grade schools to

their parents and grandparents,

universities across the

joyous: PRIRII, m2%IH
rundown: BEIHI, KIEM
expectation: JHfF, JEH
come into power: 24X
series: #J4

vignette: /N E

country, and
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translated all over the world, it has entered
the canon of coming-of-age classics.

(ERFT LMD EY 2T 1984 F 3
ey, HAEERTHEERREE . B
AR F L P — R KL F L. s
FPA T BAIR T, —MNEFZERE
LT IME L% FAT AT R B 4 ST e
¥, BWPhEmmaAs, BRIFMRT
B F R —HFRGIEA A LA
e

XA RSP RZRL G .
LA, SHOFEA T RIF LT AL
REAT, B 2P REFAILE. K
KMy &%, (ERBLEDEY N
R E R NFHAM, AR 4,
BA T RKITF N HLE I AR,

eloquence: &%, 1A
admire: #8355, i
acclaim: FR%%
beloved: L% [
translate: %%

come of age: K id =
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Harry Potter is a series of seven
fantasy novels written by British author J. K.
Rowling. The books chronicle
the adventures of the adolescent
wizard Harry Potter and his
friends from the Hogwarts School
of Witchcraft and Wizardry. The
central story arc concerns Harry's
struggle against the evil wizard
Lord Voldemort, who killed
Harry's parents in his quest to
conquer the wizarding world and
subjugate non-magical
(Muggles) to his rule.

Since the 1997 release of the first novel

people

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, the
books have gained immense popularity,
critical acclaim and commercial success
worldwide. As of June 2008, the book series
have sold more than 400 million copies and
have been translated into 67 languages, and
the last four books have consecutively set
records as the fastest-selling books in history.
fantasy: ZJA, AHA
chronicle: Zw4F5, $% ) IA) 4
adventure: B[

adolescent: T /b4F

wizard: 53 AR

struggle against: ] 41
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conquer: fEAR

and the Half-Blood Prince

English-language versions of the

books are published by the famous

publishing company in the
United
United States, Australia,
and Canada. Thus far, the

first six books have been

Kingdom, the

made into a series of
motion  pictures by
Warner Bros. The series
also originated much tie-in
merchandise, making the
Harry Potter brand worth
£15 billion.

JK. T AP Z 0 (oo F) R 4F ) Z—3F
B b R4 DBLAR F 7 A, B
WRT A AR A L, kA ERIER
Bk F e F 109 esE.

£ 1997 FH KX £ 2008 6 A, “ob
ALEAF” BRI ZERIBFRT 674
LFAHREAT, HEZFEOCMZ S,
R R AT R E AT A K EAHE
K+,

release: KAT
immense: /) K[
consecutively: ZEZEH
version: JiXAS

motion picture: Hi 5

tie-in: HEER
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The Da Code 1s a 2003

mystery-detective fiction novel written by

7

Vinci

American author Dan Brown. It follows
symbologist Robert Langdon and Sophie
Neveu as they investigate a murder in
Paris's Louvre Museum and discovers a
battle between the Priory of Sion and Opus
Dei over the possibility of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth having been married to and
fathering a child with Mary Magdalene.

The novel has provoked a popular
interest in speculation concerning the
Holy Grail legend and Magdalene's role in
the history of Christianity. The book has
been extensively denounced by many
Christian denominations as an attack on
the Roman Catholic Church. It has also
been criticized for its historical and
scientific inaccuracy.

The book is a worldwide bestseller
that had sold 80 million copies as of 2009
and that has been translated into 44
detective,

languages. Combining the

o mystery: ik, MELRIFY)
& detective: fifE

& symbologist: {75275

& investigate: AT

& provoke: I, IX{E

& speculation: JHZ

*

inaccuracy: fhi%

DAVINCI
CODE

thriller, and conspiracy fiction genres, it
is Brown's second novel to include the
character Robert Langdon, the first being
his 2000 novel Angels & Demons. In
November 2004 Random House published
a Special Illustrated Edition with 160
illustrations.

Q& ) R ZBAERSF oA
B1F 2003 4 i pa g —3R D it

AP EMIR, IRk, BT K,
ﬁ@?kﬁﬁ%%?ﬁﬁ B AR K 3%

. ZAH R T 2004 A5 ERR, AT
#&Z&L/zﬁ #2iE 160 & L F 5L 49 B
A.

£2009 %, APLREPHEZD
R 8 T M, FHHIF 44 FHLF .

& asof: Fl------ A1k
thriller: fff N BB AR AP
p)

conspiracy: Lk, [

4

genre: 2R
illustrate: i1
edition: hRAS
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The Time Traveler's Wife, published in
2003, is the debut novel of American

author Audrey Niffenegger. It is a love

story about a man with a
genetic  disorder that
causes him to time travel
unpredictably, and about
his wife, an artist, who has
to cope with his frequent
absences and dangerous
experiences. Niffenegger,
frustrated in love when
she began the work, wrote
the story as a metaphor for

her failed relationships.

The novel, which has been classified as

both science fiction and romance,

examines issues of love, loss, and free will.

The book became a bestseller, and as
of March 2009 had sold nearly 2.5 million
copies in the United States and the United

Kingdom. Many reviewers were impressed

with Niffenegger's unique perspective on

time travel.  Some
debut: HIIXE W
genetic: 1L
disorder: JRiL

metaphor: [y
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praised  her

unpredictably: ANA] T
frustrated: RICHY, &2

relationship: JKX&R, KEk

BB TEINES

characterization of the couple, applauding

their emotional depth; others criticized

her writing style as melodramatic and the

plot as emotionally trite.
The novel won the
Exclusive Books Boeke
Prize and a British Book
Award. A film version was
released in August 2009.

C B 8] AR AT H 69
F» F 2003 Fdm, £X
BRI EW « R0
DA SAE, s Ah
A R, TR
T — A2 & B AR v R 45
fLEfa AN b £ 2T R ERE, RAL
HAEH B & o) — BRI

R SAT AP IR RIRT—, &
st - gm o B AR F ik Bt B AR 49 49 )
B, Aad 3B AR KSR R £, BT £ 2009
F, B LAEEREE T4 E 2500 7 At
It 7 AF Boeke RAEH 5 A B H F$ %,
H BRI AAL LT 2009 4 8 A ZAT.

praise: 47, Wk
melodramatic: 1% 15 il 1)
applaud: #%[H], FR¥%
depth: ¥KJE, &K%
criticize: fILVF

trite:  BAJE 1K)
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The Black Dahlia, written by James
Ellroy, focuses on two handsome policemen
in the investigation in a murder of a famous
beauty spy, code-named "Black Dahlia". By
virtue of the title and the ability of the
nation's famous "boxing champion", as well
as the well-known "keen insight" among the
nation's police, they broke the numerous
dangers and obstacles. After all the struggles
with beautiful women, the right color, the
CIA, foreign intelligence agencies and many
other forces, they finally had a thorough and
clear investigation in the complicated and
confusing case and made the result public;
the final outcome of the case made the
whole world very surprised and shocked ...

The sales of The Black Dahlia
reached 7.1 million in 2005 U.S., and
became the top one best-selling horror
and reasoning novel. The book has been
translated into 12 languages and published
in 44 countries. The global sales volume

& investigation: CIEZ[) A, M

i, B RIS

& boxing champion: &1

& CIA: Central Intelligence Agency:
RAG R

& complicated and confusing: Fh¥H Rk
B

& outcome: Zi; WAL JFR: 4

Gk - FEER )

SRR 1 B

HRGRAETRNEARNES REARBTE LR FARAH

reached 18 million; and with Da Fen Vinci
Code and referred as the most anticipated
2006 movie original novel.

CREXmMAY T2 ERT MLk
B EREREXRTAH “BERWL
W E L R R RN, FRT EE
Br, EhgEd. RE. FHEA. 4
IR F 14 5 B ) g Fb A 2 g 2
Jo, ATHRAIMEBGEEMEFREIT
wigFHaEE, EHREE RIS
R A AARREE IR F b

(ZERMLY 22HFLE 710
7 W, A & B R RIEIE L WAL L E 1
4 2005 FIAEF R 12 LT E 44
BRI, A EA 1800 7 A B
5 (& « MY SARA “2006 FR
(AT HfF ey R R E L.

& horror: 24fii, SRS BIR: Wit
K TR

o publish: Hifl; AAi

& anticipate: TiM; Tkl MAfr: Tl
Setlfeeeeees WS HBIET S dieeeee
e feHts fEARL AEERETAR A
WS 18 WeHE%
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A New Earth, Awakening to Your
Life's Purpose is a book by New Age
author Eckhart Tolle. It is the follow-up to
the book, The Power of Now.

The core of Tolle's
thought, in brief, is that the
whole of humanity is trapped
in self-created worlds of
thought. An individual will
experience this as their
Within  these

stories it is

self-concept.
labyrinthine
impossible to achieve lasting
happiness. As they are fictional
and static, all self concepts are subject to
destruction and decay, a process Tolle
cites as the main causal factor in human
suffering.

It was first published in 2005. It has
been on the New York Times Best Seller list,
and has grown in popularity since Oprah
Winfrey recommended it for her book club
in January of 2008. This was followed by a
10-week live online seminar ("webinar")
with Tolle, which started on March 3, 2008,
follow up: ZKZE)
core: Ly, Wby,
in brief: i EHh
humanity: A, {E%, {2
individual: ™A, FAK
labyrinthine: 7
achieve: 5Ehl, 1A%
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for which over 700,000 people from more
than 100 countries, registered on Oprah.com,
and according to Barnes & Noble, it later
became the fastest-selling title in
the history of Oprah's Book
Club, which has selected 61

books since 1996 , and within

four weeks of the announcement
sold 3.5 million copies. By 2009,
4.7 million copies were in print.

(FTt: RoMegInER)
AT R X4 - 48
R s 11k

EEXAPY, A% d
ATHFEHZN, HETHEZIY wofT
EHRAE, BN XL fTHBEE T 6
EZH, CHAZTRGLE, AREZL
H P Emh,

i 2005 B LB RA AL R
WA, BEELIFARLSE - EP
FAEA R BZ A, AL 10 B A A5
THRA00ZAERGT0ETHPEL
AW b Aeit Ritik. ARaEF] 2009 A H
& RR 470 77 At

destruction: IR, 5K
popularity: ¥ %, ¥iAT, HHE
recommend: #EfE, N4
seminar: M4y

register: VEM}

select: ik

® 6 6 O o o




RORKNE 300 NI ZER

(ﬂ#\
— R RKER

Left Behind: A Novel of the Earth's Last
Days is a best-selling novel by Tim LaHaye
and Jerry B. Jenkins that starts the Left
Behind series. This book and the others in the
series give narrative form to a specific
eschatological reading of the Christian Bible,
particularly the Book of Revelation.

Millions of people suddenly vanish and
frantic, survivors of the disappearances
begin their search for their friends and
families as well as answers to what's
happened. Among them are pilot Rayford
Steele, his daughter Chloe Steele, and
Bruce Barnes, who begin to discover that
what has really happened is that the
Rapture has taken place. Meanwhile, a
"Buck"

an unknown, but

young journalist, Cameron
Williams

charming Romanian politician named

follows

Nicolae Carpathia, who quickly attracts

millions of followers, seemingly overnight.
There have been several good reviews

from various media. The New York Times

& narrative: RURTET)

& specific: HAKM)

& eschatological: A2

& vanish: VHK

& frantic: JEFLIY

& aswellas: tH, X

& unknown: A1

18, MESRFNES

stated that it "...combines Tom Clancy like
suspense with touches of romance, high
tech flash and Biblical references". The
Chicago Tribune called it "...an exciting,
stay-up-late-into-the-night, page turner
story". Publishers Weekly recognized Left
Behind as "...the most successful Christian
Fiction series ever."

CR#HIR) ZdH4E - KBHEHA
B BEMEZHRERT 0 F 3,
LA TR (FRD, HAR (KBTE) F
R BZHATT MBI .

CRHEIZY PR T AT F481%
Fafl b2 )UA R A L e - R JLE 7
ABREB A RAR e, FRIOEL AL
4R ERE 4 #F.

B — B EATR T ZHE.

charming: KA
politician: BUAZK
several: JLA™

various: AN[FIH, ZHEH
page turner: 5| AAJER]
recognize: AT, 7KIA
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The Lord of the Rings is an epic high
fantasy novel written by philologist and
Oxford University professor J. R. R.
Tolkien. The story began as

eyes of its characters, most notably the
hobbits, Frodo Baggins, Samwise Gamgee
(Sam), Meriadoc Brandybuck (Merry) and
Peregrin Took (Pippin).

20 MR )4 2

a sequel to Tolkien's earlier,
children's
fantasy novel The Hobbit,
but eventually developed

less complex

into a much larger work. It
has since been reprinted
numerous times and
translated into many
languages, becoming one of
the most popular and
influential works in 20th-
century literature.

The title of the book refers to the main
antagonist of the story, the Dark Lord
Sauron, who had in an earlier age created the
One Ring to rule the other Rings of Power, as
the ultimate weapon in his campaign to
conquer and rule all of Middle-earth. From
quiet beginnings in the Shire, a hobbit land
not unlike the English countryside, the story
ranges across Middle-earth following the

course of the War of the Ring through the

& epic: i

& philologist: 5 %%
& sequel: 45

& complex: E &M
& cventually: )5, AT
. EAL]

influential :

The Lord of the Rings
has inspired, and continues
to inspire, artwork, music,
films and television, video
games, and  subsequent
literature. Award-winning
adaptations of The Lord of
the Rings have been made for
radio, theatre, and film.

CEEA) ZEEMER
J*R*R-REHLFX
#9312, B AT SAREIE
REFIEZ, RA 20 HARAHMAN
D, MEREARFAEHT ST,
P RN Hn B 6 R L T AR T — A8,
R IXALARAG L ERR TG E
ey KEE. TR, ERFHERNEF
T, mEAL HR. BIAL HERAA
FILART BEAZAEIN,

W AR LHATER, FH.
FHALF S ANAIR, R E B AL Ak
NEN B Fa 3 T

antagonist: X, #F
ultimate: &M

weapon: ¥

campaign: %1%

conquer: fEAR

inspire: #FE, Wk, 7oA
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Twilight is the debut, young-adult
vampire-romance novel by author
Stephenie Meyer. Twilight was initially
rejected by 14 agents, but became an
instant  bestseller ~when  published

originally in hardback in 2005, debuting at

NO.5 on the New York Times Best Seller Twilight was released in 2008.

list within a month of its release and later It was a commercial success, grossing more

peaking at NO.1. That same year, Twilight ~ than $382 million worldwide and an
was named one of Publishers Weekly's  additional $157 million from North
Best Children's Books of 2005. The novel American DVD sales, as of July 2009.
was also the biggest selling book of 2008 “E RZ IR RN ELAH B E S
and, to date, has sold 17 million copies W« Mg RPT B VA 5208 o B0 £ H
worldwide, spent over 91 weeks on the MegEE, BB EiEs 4124
New York Times Best Seller list, and been WAL EGIELE,, 18 2005 HF—4%2 SRS @A
translated into 37 different languages. LT RENE S £, FFE—AAZ
It is the first book of the Twilight series, NIEFH—. FFIK 2005 FE “&zI)L
and introduces seventeen-year-old Isabella FRGE B ARG, B BaFA 37 AL
"Bella" Swan, who moves from Phoenix, FAEMRELAT, 4EE 1700 77 Ht.
Arizona to Forks, Washington and finds her AT CEED. CFTAN (AR
life in danger when she falls in love with a CABe) wABAAR. B CRAZIRY
vampire, Edward Cullen. The novel is AR T 2008 F Lk, HokLZ
2009 47 A % #4312, R DVD
FE BRIk A,

followed by New Moon, Eclipse, and
Breaking Dawn. A film adaptation of

vampire: PRI 7
initially: &4, JF3k
reject: 4

agent: fUHE

instant: BRI, HAER
originally: 4, J5G

peaking: JillZ4 4
worldwide: 4=t 5
eclipse: H&

breaking dawn: B

film adaptation: 3% L.

commercial: 7l
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The Catcher in the Rye is a 1951 novel
by J. D. Salinger. Originally published for
adults, the novel has become a
common part of high school and
college curricula throughout
the English-speaking world; it
has also been translated into
almost all of the world's major
languages. Around 250,000
copies are sold each year, with
total sales of more than 65
million. The novel's antihero,
Holden Caulfield, has become

e CATCHER
mﬁwRYE

English-language novels from 1923 to
2005 as chosen by Time, and named by
Modern Library and its
readers as one of the 100 best
English-language novels of
the 20th century. It has been
frequently challenged in the
United States for its liberal
use of profanity and
portrayal of sexuality and
teenage angst.
(EXBRZHFTEHEN A
AEERATH KT« R

an icon for teenage rebellion.
Holden Caulfield is the 16-year-old
schoolboy whose first-person narrative of
his mental breakdown over several days
forms the basic plot. Critics generally
agree that he is the only substantial
character in the novel. However, opinions
are divided on the outcome of Holden’s
constant raging against the hypocrisy of
the adult world: Some see his eventual
acceptance of reality as a positive view of
his maturation, while others view his
capitulation as an indictment of an
oppressive society.
The novel was among the 100 best
adult: BN
curricula: BRFE, R
throughout: i}, Bi7%F
first-person: £i— AFK
mental: FEAE, B IIH

2
2
2
2
2
& substantial: B[ [¥), FLACH

#R#%(J. D. Salinger )T 1951
R ERE DV, BRER E6iF S RE
B RIIANEKM, FHEFEREFLF, &
AR 250 AT A

ZHAEANE R « # RIEEE
1 otk f TAR FRIT IR G JE 42 387
AR B, A E B R AR 6 R AT
REFREESABAZHHBZ. ¥
#RAF LN MBI —, TE R
) B A FRIE A e 1B AR

1923 4 £ 2005 st P55 42 4% (AR
JB )3 A A A 693 S —, PR
B FIEEARMKF A B2 —8)
45,

hypocrisy: {43%

acceptance: %52, 7Kif, KA
frequently: ANEHL, HH; LHH
liberal: [ H 3 M)

profanity: L

angst: H.L
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The Little Prince, published in 1943, is
French aviator Antoine de Saint-Exupéry's
most famous novella. It has been translated
into more than 180 languages and sold more
than 80 million copies making it one of the
best selling books ever.

The Little

profound and idealistic observations about

Prince makes several

lift and human nature. For example,
Saint-Exupéry tells of a fox meeting the
young prince as he exits the Sahara desert.
The story's essence is contained in the lines
uttered by the fox to the little prince: "It is
only with the heart that one can see rightly.
What is essential is invisible to the eye."
Other key thematic messages are articulated
by the fox, such as: "You become responsible,
forever, for what you have tamed" and "It is
the time you have spent with your rose that
makes your rose so important."

An earlier memoir by the author
recounts his aviation experiences in the
Saharan desert. He is thought to have

& aviator: KAT L
o novella: kMR, iR/
& profound: ¥RZI, W
& idealistic: ZSAH T X
& observation: W%
® essence: JEA; AN
o utter: BRI, LN

o
ANTOINE DE SAINT-EXUPERY

Tho fittle Primce

drawn on these same experiences for use
as plot elements in The Little Prince.
Saint-Exupéry's novella has been adapted
to various media over the decades,
including stage, screen and operatic works.

CPEFHT 1943 F i, AF - %
FARME R E L 69t e, € SAF A
it 180 #riES, MHEEARL 8 T M,
AL LR P —.

e XAFMERTT CHETFH
REIANEYGE, 5 FAEH T ML)
IFAYETBITING, @mE it
IEZ TGl Tk % Rz 698 8) .

Z R AFREA G TERLIY
RRATNGE D, BET CMET) X—
e, s eARB R RIS Bl AR
WRIF S LART AL

essential: AT, SEF, JEAH
invisible: JCIEM, HA WA
thematic: /8 [1]

articulate: 75 I 15t 1]

recount: AU

adapt to: &EH
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The Island is a historical fiction novel
written by Victoria Hislop. It is the winner
of several awards including that
of Newcomer of the Year at the
2007 British Book Awards. The
book was also nominated for
the Book of the Year award at
the same event.

A richly enchanting novel
of lives and loves unfolding
against the backdrop of the
Mediterranean during World War 11, The
Island is an enthralling story of dreams and
desires, of secrets desperately hidden, and
of leprosy's touch on an unforgettable
family.

The Island tells the story of Alexis
Fielding, a woman on the cusp of a
life-changing decision.

The Petrakis family lives in the small
Greek seaside village of Plaka. Just off the
coast is the tiny island of Spinalonga, where
the leper
located—a place that has haunted four
award: 22T
nominate: ¢4
enchanting: K A
unfolding: fiijE, WA
backdrop: () 55t

nation's colony once was

ﬁ /I?'\
Mediterranean: b

*
*
*
*
*
*
o desperately: ‘KR

The

[sland

lJ.l

generations of Petrakis women. There's Eleni,
ripped from her husband and two young
daughters and sent to Spinalonga
in 1939, and her daughters Maria,
finding joy in the everyday as she
dutifully cares for her father, and
Anna, a wild child hungry for
passion and a life anywhere but
Plaka. And finally there's Alexis,
Eleni's great-granddaughter,
visiting modern-day Greece to
unlock her family's past.
H AL - A HTEL, REF LA
T, KB) ARAKRE . Hp—2L4T
3K 2007 -3 B B - R o RAEHTAE LA
FRRAEBFHHERL.

KB 892 —3h 2R T T i
RAHFF, #HEEESL i%&uﬁi%éﬁ
WE. MHHFRTFTEHL « FERT
RRFF 0 LHLx, Rﬁk%‘ﬁ‘%é@&
EWATIF — A ek o R IR B 09 R F
R, —hASEANRMNBRBTY
A AR R BT e

colony: i R

locate: 7T, Adieee--- AATE T
haunt: 1 5

dutifully: fE5ZHE

passion: #fF, j;;bjpfﬂﬁa
unlock: FFE, Ff-e----
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Lolita is a novel by Vladimir Nabokov,
first written in English and published in 1955
in Paris, later translated by the author into
Russian and published in 1958 in New York.
The book is internationally famous for its
innovative style and infamous for its
controversial subject: the protagonist and
unreliable narrator, middle aged Humbert
Humbert, becomes obsessed and sexually
involved with a twelve-year-old girl named
Dolores Haze.
Humbert
Humbert, a literary scholar born in 1910 in

Lolita is narrated by
Paris, who is obsessed with what he refers
to as "nymphets". Humbert suggests that
this obsession results from his failure to
consummate an affair with a childhood
sweetheart before her premature death. In
1947,

small New England town, to write. He

Humbert moves to Ramsdale, a

rents a room in the house of Charlotte
Haze, a widow, mainly for the purpose of
being near Charlotte's 12-year-old daughter,
Dolores, an archetypal nymphet.

After its publication, Nabokov's Lolita
attained a classic status, becoming one of
internationally: [T 53
innovative: AIFTHI, FH
RS
i ¥
protagonist: = ffi
subject: -l
fiE AR

infamous:

controversial:
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obsess:

the best-known and most controversial
examples of 20th century literature.

Lolita is listed in the TIME 100 Best
English-language Novels from 1923 to
2005. It is fourth on the Modern Library's
1998 list of the 100 Best Novels of the
20th century.

CEmMEY ZPFIRKR « A
RegtEde, F 1955 FH RAECH LR,
T/ WA H 5 A ARGE, 1985 FAEALH
R, BB H AT KA T % B R B
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The Pillars of the Earth is a historical
novel by Ken Follett published in 1989
about the building of a cathedral in
Kingsbridge, England. It is set in the middle
of the 12th century, primarily during the
time known as The Anarchy, between the
time of the sinking of the White Ship and
the murder of Thomas Becket.

The book traces the
development  of  Gothic
out of the

Romanesque

Architecture
preceding

Architecture and the fortunes
of the
against the backdrop of actual

Kingsbridge priory

historical events of the time.
Although Kingsbridge is the

name of an actual English

the

actually a

town,
Kingsbridge in the novel is
fictional location representative of a
typical market town of the time.

Until this novel was published, Follett
had previously been known for writing in
the thriller genre. The Pillars of the Earth
became Follett's best-selling work.
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The book was listed at No. 33 on the
BBC's Big Read, a 2003 survey with the
goal of finding the "nation's best-loved
book". The book was also selected for
Oprah's Book Club in 2007. A sequel,
entitled World Without End, was released
in October 2007.
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The Shadow of the Wind is a 2001
novel by Spanish writer Carlos Ruiz Zafon,
and a worldwide bestseller. The book was
translated into English in 2004 by Lucia
Graves and has sold over a million copies
in the UK alone. Prior to that it had
already achieved huge success on
mainland Europe, topping the Spanish
bestseller lists for weeks, and gaining
praise  from the German  Ex-
Vice-Chancellor and Ex-Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer. After being translated in
2004 the book was again published in The
United States by Penguin Books as well as
in Great Britain by Weidenfeld & Nicolson
and by Orion Books.

However in his own home city of
Barcelona which is vividly depicted in the
book Catalan nationalists strongly took
issue with Ruiz Zafon for having written it
in Spanish rather than Catalan.

Ruiz Zaféon's eagerly awaited second
novel is a prequel to The Shadow of the
Wind and was published in Spanish in
April 2008 by Planeta. It has been
acquired by Weidenfeld & Nicolson and a
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hardback English edition was published in
June 2009. The title is The Angel's Game
and it is set in Barcelona during the 1920s
and 1930s. It follows a young writer who is
approached by a mysterious figure to write
a book. The Angel's Game was also
translated into English by Lucia Graves.
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Francesco Petrarca (July 20, 1304 —
July 19, 1374), known in English as Petrarch,
was an Italian scholar, poet and one of the
earliest Renaissance humanists. Petrarch is
often called the "Father of Humanism".

Petrarch was a prolific letter writer and
counted Boccaccio among his notable
friends to whom he wrote often. After the
death of their parents, Petrarch and his
brother Gherardo went back to Avignon in
1326, where he worked in numerous clerical
offices. This work gave him much time to
devote to his writing. With his first large
scale work, Africa, an epic in Latin about the
great Roman general Scipio Africanus,
Petrarch emerged as a European celebrity.
On April 8, 1341, he became the first poet
laureate since antiquity and was crowned on
the holy grounds of Rome's Capitol.

He traveled widely in Europe and
served as an ambassador and has been
called "the first tourist" because he
traveled just for pleasure, which was the
basic reason he climbed Mont Ventoux.
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During his travels, he collected crumbling
Latin manuscripts and was a prime
mover in the recovery of knowledge from
writers of Rome and Greece.
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William Shakespeare (April 26, 1564
—April 23, 1616) was an English poet and
playwright, widely regarded
as the greatest writer in the
English

world's preeminent dramatist.

language and the

He is often called England's
national poet and the "Bard of
Avon". His surviving works,
including some collaborations,
consist of 38 plays, 154
sonnets, two long narrative
poems, and several other poems. His plays
have been translated into every major living
language and are performed more often than
those of any other playwrights.

Shakespeare was born and raised in
Stratford-upon-Avon. At the age of 18, he
married Anne Hathaway, who bore him
three children: Susanna, and twins Hamnet
and Judith. Between 1585 and 1592, he
began a successful career in London as an
actor, writer, and part owner of a playing
company called the Lord Chamberlain's
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Men, later known as the King's Men. He
appears to have retired to Stratford
around 1613, where he died
three years later. Few records
of Shakespeare's private life
survive, and there has been
considerable speculation
about such matters as his
physical appearance, sexuality,
religious beliefs, and whether
the works attributed to him
were written by others.
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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe ( August
28, 1749 — March 22, 1832) was a
German writer and polymath. Goethe's
works span the fields of poetry, drama,
literature, theology, philosophy,
humanism  and Goethe's
well-known literary works include his
numerous poems..

Goethe was one of the key figures of
German literature and the movement of
Weimar Classicism in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries. The author of the
scientific text Theory of Colours, his
influential ideas on plant and animal
morphology and homology were extended
and developed by 19th century naturalists
including Charles Darwin.

Goethe is the originator of the
concept of  Weltliteratur  ("world
literature"), having taken great interest in
the literatures of England, France, Italy,
classical Greece, Persia, the Arab world,
and others. His influence on German
philosophy is virtually immeasurable,
having major effect especially on the
generation of Hegel and Schelling,
although Goethe himself expressly and
decidedly refrained from practicing
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philosophy in the specialized sense.

Goethe's influence spread across
Europe, and for the next century his works
were a major source of inspiration in music,
drama, poetry and philosophy. Goethe is
considered by many to be the most
important writer in the German language
and one of the most important thinkers in
Western culture as well.
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